which the writer believed preferable, on many accounts, to any other preparation heretofore used by the dental profession.
The letter was then read by the Secretary.
The President said it would be proper to state, that the box containing the gold and the tooth referred to in the letter, was opened at the custom house, and the tooth lost?it never reached him.
Dr. Charles Bonsall, of Cincinnati, moved the acceptance of the letter.
The President suggested its reference to a committee, with the gold accompanying it, that the latter might be fairly and thoroughly tested.
Dr. Isaiah Forbes, of St. Louis, moved that it be referred to the officers of the convention.
Dr. Townsend said this motion would meet his views much better than the appointment of a committee. The organization of the Convention was decidedly a democratic one, and he feared, if they began by appointing a committee in this case, which would seem to warrant it, they would get themselves into a kind of trouble and take upon themselves responsibilities which they ought to escape, and which they did not wish to assume, and of which undue advantage would be-taken by those who were always ready to hang to the back of anything they thought strong enough to carry them. They found last year, that gentlemen came to the Convention, got what knowledge they could, and then went home and made a card of it, publishing themselves as having been to the great National Convention, and saying vol. VII.?35 [Oct. they had learned wonderful things, which "would be put to the advantage of their patients, and put into their own pockets afterward. He did not think the Convention was established for any such purpose. They wanted to obtain and give all the information they could, but they did not want to commit themselves, by the appointment of a committee, to the condemnation or approval of anything. The mere fact of the appointment of a committee would be enough, in some cases, to afford an opportunity for parties to go home and claim credit for themselves, on the ground that the Convention had considered their inventions of sufficient importance to appoint a committee to investigate them. He wished to avoid all such difficulties.
Dr. Dwinelle said they must be careful to avoid either extreme.
He did not see how it was possible for a body like that to carry out its purposes without some machinery. It would be remembered he had previously deprecated encumbering the operations of the society with very much machinery ; he wished to avoid that extreme, but still, he did not see how they could get along without committees. It was assuming that there was no necessity for system.. There must be collateral matters going on at the same time with the business of the Convention, and he, therefore, favored the appointment of the committee. [Oct.
The committee also offer the following resolution: Resolved, That all persons having mechanical means or appliances to present to the Convention, be requested not to bring them into the Convention, but deposit them in a separate room, for examination.
The report was accepted and adopted.
The President said?Gentlemen, the first business in order, according to the report of your committee, is an address from the President; but I have to throw myself upon your kind indulgence, as I have often before been compelled to do. I have no address to make.
I would have prepared one, but the larger part of the time since the last meeting, my health has been such as to prevent me from writing, and it is only during the last six or eight weeks that I have been able to use my pen, and this I was prevented from doing by professional duties which had been before neglected. But I will take occasion, while up, to express the great gratification which it affords me in again having the opportunity of meeting with so large a number of my professional brethren. I am glad to see them here; I am glad that they feel so lively an interest in the advancement of dental science, as to put themselves to the trouble and subject themselves to the expense of coming from far distant and widely separated portions of the country, with a view of receiving information from their professional brethren, and interchanging views with each other upon professional subjects ; and I am sure that every one will be amply compensated for this trouble and this expense in the accumulation of knowledge, for he will return from here with his hands and heart strengthened, to enter with renewed energy upon the arduous duties of his profession, and be better able to meet the wants of those who seek his aid.
I have always been an advocate of dental associations. It has been said of dentists?and perhaps truly?that there was a feeling of rivalry existing among them which has heretofore prevented them from acting together, from associating with each other, from interchanging views, and this, no doubt, has retarded the progress of practical and scientific dentistry; but I believe that the time has well nigh arrived, when this feeling to use gold at all in the first place. The instruments he used were very simple, and much reduced in size?three or four summing up the whole in his ordinary operations. The smallest was perhaps the size of a medium-sized pin, the end cut into three delicate points. The largest was about the size of a common knitting-needle, and in that he made four points, not too deep. Then he had another instrument about half way between these two. With the middling-sized instrument he commenced setting up the pellets of gold on the sides, until be got to the very center of the tooth, and until he felt sure that he had introduced enough to fill the tooth from side to side. He did not give much pressure at the commencement; but when the tooth was filled, he pressed the gold, partly sideways and partly by moving the hand back and forth, until it grew harder and harder. It was sometimes said that cohesive gold hardens too quick, but it was not so with him; this he avoided, either by not attempting to harden it when he put in the pieces, or by pressing it lightly and carefully until he had compressed it solid; then, with a finer instrument, shaped so that he could pass it between the walls of the cavity and the portion of the filling he had placed there, he endeavored to free it slightly from the wall. If he found he could do this, he took a smaller pellet, and placed it in this little artificial cavity, and pressed [Oct. it slowly along until he found he had got nearly to the bottom of the cavity, and then he gave it a hearty push until it was filled up hard. Then he proceeded to the other side, and by the time he had done that, this portion of the cavity was filled, to all intents and purposes, and lay without any motion at all; and thus he was relieved from all uncertainty with regard to the success of the operation. Then he commenced with the other pellets, and filled up from side to side, until he had perhaps two-thirds of the whole length of his cavity, when he took an instrument a little straighter, with a depression in the edge, to hold the pellet, which he inserted at that point, where, from the shape of the instrument, he was able to weld it perfectly, and then he went and filled up his cavity flush with the common surface of the tooth. Then he commenced carefully to restore the shape of the tooth, and finished it up by polishing in any way he pleased. He had never lost a filling inserted in this way, and he was thus relieved from the uncertainty with which he was troubled in years gone by. His patients often said to him?"My dear sir, my teeth look better, you have restored their shape; I am delighted." He supposed they were, and .he was. himself, so they enjoyed it together. He thought the difficuly that was found in using the cohesive, welding gold, was owing to the fact that it was used in too large quantities, with too large instruments, and the pressure applied too soon. He regarded this gold as very valuable to the profession, as it would enable them to operate in many cases which could not be reached by using unadhesive gold.
In conclusion, Dr. B. said he had never expected to see such a body of men as had met there, gathered together to advance the science of dentistry; he could not express his feeling. There was a time when he had not felt proud of his profession; but now he did. (Applause.) He expected to meet with them as long as he had strength to do so.
Dr. Hawes, of New York, inquired how Dr. Blakesley kept the tooth he was filling dry.
Dr. Blakesley replied that he had accomplished this by using napkins of all sizes, and bibulous paper, which he inserted on the point of his instrument, changing them often.
Dr. E. J. Dunning, of New York, was then called upon and came forward. He said he was not accustomed to describe his operations, but he should be happy to give the Convention any information in his power with regard to his method of operating, if he had anything that was peculiar to himself, which he did not know that he had. He would take, as an illustration, a case, which he regarded as the most difficult they had to meet, and one in which there was the most failures, namely, the approximal cavities of a bicuspid tooth. They presented great difficulties owing to the breadth of the surfaces.
Dr. Perkins, of Milwauke, suggested that Dr. Dunning should take for his example, the second lower molar, posterior surface, to which Dr. D. assented. He said the main difference in the treatment of this case, would be the various methods that would be used to prevent the overflow of the saliva of the lower jaw. And here he would venture one general remark, which seemed very appropriate at this point, and that was, that skill in performing these operations consists more in the preparations that make the work easy, than in the work itself. It would be impossible to fill the cavities of the posterior surfaces of molar teeth, unless the operator could see pretty well; to fill them by the reverse action of mirrors, would be difficult, at least he did not undertake it. In the case referred to he should consider it necessary to carve the surface of the tooth, if it was a case where he thought it best to cut the surface at all, with such an inclination that he could get the light upon it. Forming the cavity was a simple matter of using instruments turned at different angles?simple variations of the angle, or the inside of the cutting instruments. He used the hoe-cutting instrument of different lengths and angles. There were cases were it was necessary to leave one wall of the cavity without an edge; but he had always been careful, and nervously so, about making sure every side of the cavity, if possible. He considered one of the greatest advantages of crystalline gold to consist in this; that they might leave some of the surfaces without cutting them so thin as would be necessary to make them retain foil, leaving a weak edge instead of a strong one. In cases where a free holding the first few pieces of gold in their place. Even and very finely pulverized quartz, which was a little finer in its grit than pumice. He then washed perfectly clean and burnished again ; and then took a piece of clean stick and rotten stone, and it was a curious fact that the bone of the teeth was polished more rapidly and smoothly with rotten stone than with pumice, though it was finer, and entirely removed the file marks, so objectionable in an operation of this kind.
On motion of Dr. Straw, of Bangor, the regular order of business was suspended, and Dr. Sanborn, of Andover, was invited to address the Convention on the subject of taking casts.
Dr. Sanborn said, he spoke only because he thought they would find many advantages in knowing the power of the metals with which they took casts. He got the first hint of his method from Dr. Hawes, of New York. He had a sheet iron cup about two and a half inches square, and one and a half deep. He filled this cup with lead, having the plaster cast pre-pared, and the damper it was, the better; and let it be remembered, that if they could plunge it in the moment they took it from the model, the better it was. The secret was, to begin when the lead was entirely molten, and keep working in from the edges to the centre, so as to have it gradually cool. When it had cooled so that they could scoop it up, and become granulated, he could make no better comparison, than to compare it with hasty pudding when it was done?it would stand up oT itself?then take the cast, and plunge it in just right, and the moment the surface of the cast struck the lead, it received a perfect impression, and gave a perfect fac simile of the plaster cast.
Then if he was in haste, he plunged the cup into water, and took up his tin, and put it into the furnace, melting till it was just molten. While this was going on, they might take a little strip of sheet lead, fold it as they wanted it, and twist it round, so as to fit exactly. Having taken out the plaster cast, he melted the tin, which was to be treated in the same manner with the lead, string it up from the edges to the centre until it granulated, and the moment it began to harden, he poured it in and had the cast. He could take a cast of the mouth in plas- 
